Oral manifestations of pediatric vertical HIV infection.
To assess the prevalence and prognostic significance of the history of oral manifestations in children with human immunodeficiency virus infection (HIV), a cohort study of 73 children with vertical HIV infection was conducted. The study subjects were examined every 6 months for oral manifestations. The period prevalence of oral manifestations ranged from a low of 1% for submandibular enlargement and 3% for hairy leukoplakia to a high of 36% for xerostomia and 51% for cervical lymphadenopathy. The occurrence of oral manifestations did not change significantly over time from 1995 to 1998. Finally, the odds of occurrence of cervical lymphadenopathy, xerostomia, and oral candidiasis were greater among children in whom these manifestations had been diagnosed in the preceding 6-18 months than in children without prior diagnosis. Oral manifestations are significant clinical outcomes in pediatric vertical HIV infection, particularly for children diagnosed previously with an oral manifestation.